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JSU TO ESTABLISH DATA AND TECHNOLOGY COORDINATING CENTER 

(JACKSON, Miss). – Jackson State University is among 18 institutions in the country 

that has been awarded funds to participate in research efforts focused on the health 

disparities in minority and underserved communities.  

The National Center for Research Resources, a part of the National Institutes for 

Health, has awarded a three-year, $9.5 million grant to the Research Centers in Minority 

Institutions Translational Research Network for initial operation of its collaboratory 

network. 

Jackson State, a network member institution, received nearly $5 million of the funds to 

establish a state-of-the-art Data and Technology Coordinating Center, or DTCC, at the 

Mississippi e-Center @ JSU. Jackson State will maintain the network’s computer-based 

integration and communication system. 

“The RCMI Translational Research Network represents a ground-breaking effort to 

integrate clinical, biomedical and behavioral researchers with others in the network who 

have interest and expertise in health policy and advocacy into a geographic and 

ethnically diverse research partnership,” said Dr. James Perkins, co-principal of the 

network and director of the DTCC. 

Perkins leads an eight-member team that will be instrumental in the developmental 

success of the DTCC, which aims to: 

Administration Tower, Second Floor 
Post Office Box 17490 
Jackson, MS 39217 
Fax:        (601) 979-5833 
Phone:    (601) 979-1571 
Web:  www.jsums.edu 
E-mail: riva.brown@jsums.edu 



• Establish a network to integrate clinical, biomedical and behavioral researchers 

with external communities in partnerships that improve the outcomes of key 

health areas;  

• Generate translational research to create a system of clusters that link members 

in cyber workspaces to promote intellectual exchange and generate innovative 

inter- and multi-disciplinary research; 

• Conduct multi-site research that facilitates and encourages translational 

approaches to prevention, diagnosis and treatment of diseases 

disproportionately affecting minority and underserved communities; and, 

• Ensure DTCC can provide comprehensive and coordinated support – data 

collection, management and analysis – for each of the three major network 

platforms – clinical and biomedical research and educational activities. 

A stellar advisory panel and steering committee comprised of leading researchers 

serves as a brain trust for the innovative program. The principal investigator leading the 

network is Dr. Keith Norris, an expert in kidney disease at Charles Drew University in 

Los Angeles, Calif. In addition to Jackson State, other participating institutions are 

Morehouse School of Medicine in Atlanta; University of Hawaii; Hunter College in New 

York; University of Puerto Rico, Medical Sciences Campus; Meharry Medical College in 

Nashville, Tenn.; and Howard University in Washington, D.C.  

For more information, contact Michael Piazza, associate director, Jackson State 

University Office of Research Outreach, at (601) 979 -1680 or piazza@rtrn.net. For 

more information about NIH and its programs, visit www.NIH.gov. 
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